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things we had presented them with, on the ground, making
signs that they wished to go, which, of course, we allowed
them to do, with the little store of provisions and such things
as we were able to spare them.'

Oxley and his companions had many similar encounters,
though he could seldom establish such friendly relations with
the blackfellows. The sufferings of the white men were very
severe as they proceeded through a great tract of waterless
country, and many horses dropped dead from exhaustion and
thirst. Eventually, however, the explorers came upon the
Macquarie River again, and experienced great joy at finding
themselves in a series of lovely valleys, where the grass grew
green and fresh, and finely-wooded hills stretched away on
either side. Unfortunately, they again lost the track of the
river, and, returning to Bathurst, Oxley reported his decisive
opinion that the Lachlan and Macquarie flowed either into a
great inland sea or into a vast morass of swampy ground.

Sir Thomas Brisbane, then Governor of New South Wales,
was dissatisfied with this conclusion, which seemed to him
insufficiently proved, and Oxley was sent out on further
expeditions. The first of these journeys was the most
adventurous that Oxley had undertaken. Following the
Macquarie until it was lost in another region of fluid, peaty
soil, through which they floundered ankle-deep, the travellers
struck away into a hitherto unknown country, passing over
a range of hills, afterwards known as Mount Exmouth, and
then through a well-wooded, park-like district which led to
a vast stretch of good pasture-land, subsequently called the
Liverpool Plains. Pressing onwards towards the coast, Oxley
and his friends presently found themselves faced by a new
range of mountainous country, up which they clambered
with greaf difficulty, owing to the thickly-tangled bush.
Here on the high ridges and peaks they were astounded
by a wonderful series of waterfalls which, with a deafening
and awe-inspiring noise, tumbled down from ledge to ledge,
cut into steps 100 feet high down the side of a great chasm,